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The growth of the caste system is difficult to trace
with anything approaching certainty, at the same time,
successive pictures of the life of the people enable us
to see something of the great changes that were in
progress. The root brahma signifies hymn or prayer ;
" the term Brahman must therefore, as we conclude,
have been ordinarily applied (i) to the same persons
who are spoken of elsewhere in the hymns as Rishi, Kavi
(poet), etc., and have denoted devout worshippers and
contemplative sages who composed prayers and hymns,
which they themselves recited in praise of the gods.
Afterwards, when the ceremonial gradually became
more complicated, and a division of sacred functions
took place, the word was more ordinarily employed (2)
for a minister of public worship, and at length came to
signify (3) one particular kind of priest with special
duties." * Dr. Muir cites a number of passages in which
the word Brahman is used in these three senses, and
others in which giving presents to the Brahmans is
encouraged, and concludes that "it will remain certain
that the Brahman, whether we look upon him as a sage
or poet, or as an officiating priest, or in both capacities,
was regarded with respect and reverence, and even that
his presence had begun to be considered as an important
condition of the efficacy of the ceremonial." " While,
however, there thus appears to be every reason for sup-
posing that towards the close of the Vedic period the
priesthood had become a profession, the texts quoted
(excepting that from the Purusha Sukta) do not contain
anything which necessarily implies that the priests
formed an exclusive caste, or at least a caste separated
from all others by insurmountable barriers, as in later
times." In the Vedic age some who were not Brahmans
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